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SPECIAL TO THE CLIPPER )
The Duxbury-based Wild-

lands Trust has entered into an

. agreement to purchase the Da-

vis-Douglas Farm, a 10-acre

 property in the Six Ponds area

which will serve as the organi-
zation’s new permanent home.
Long a scenic landmark along
Long Pond Road, this: small
farm is currently owned'by the

Bongiovanni Family. .o w0 &%
- “This is a wonderful op- &
portunity to

, ave a beautiful -

piece of land'-a
the very interesfing farmhouse

" that has been part of thie:land-

scape for over a century,” said
Charlotte Russell, long-time
Wildlands Trustboard mem-
ber. “We look-forward to wel--
coming the Trust back home.”

- The Wildlands Trust, a re-
gional land trust serving all of
southeastern Massachusetts,

- was baséd in Plymouth-from-

1973 until 1995: Since it was
founded, the organization has
conserved nearly 7,000-acres

of land; much of it within'the "

Town of Plymouth. * -

“In 1995, the Trust moved

from Plymouth to "Duxbury
to. make its home in a small
building at the back of the 5-a-
cre ‘Philbrick Preserve,” said
Karen Gréy, executive director
of Wildlands-Trust..“We-have
always been grateful- to-Helen
Philbrick for donating our first
office space, but-we’ve known
for some time that it was not.a
permanent solution. The space
was adequate for four or five
people, but today we have a .
full-time- staff of ten and: ev-
erything from offices to:bath- .
rooms to-parking has become -
a challenge.” -

Davis-Douglas Farm js 2 !

‘and to: réstore -

" Was once p:

-designated

dream property for the Trust.
Besides being an important
land pretection project, it will

‘provide the Trust with ample

space for staff, stewardship
equipment, and outreach pro-
grams. It is still very much in

- the "planning ‘stages, but ‘the

Trust hopes to rebuild the barn

for.community education pro-

grams and presentations. They

0-plan 0:H0st a community
eriy. simi

vis’ estate ¢
the_Bongio

.iamed “Davis:Doniglas Farm”

to honor both Howland Davis
and their grandfather,-Percy
Douglas, who farmed the land
for many years. )

_ “The property holds tre-

mendous ‘meaning to my fam-

ily and we couldn’t be happier

with the outcome;” said David

ook very similar to'how it has
looked for the last hundred

A fundraising - campaign
will get underway: later this
summer .and: thi¢: Trust hopes
to begin work,on the property .-
nextspring. - . ,

_ An added benefit for the
Trust is that the farm is within
a mile of -almost one-third of

-its holdings. *“Our. Plymouth

properties  get . tremendous
public use and it will be a lot

‘easier for us to care for them
‘when we are permanently lo-

cated in the community,” said
Grey.
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